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who will be the slaves of the devil, if they die
without baptism.”” Although this reason was not an
obvious one to them, to rid themselves of my impor-
tunities I was permitted to baptize several privately.
I confess that I have not been so scrupulous this
year with reference to the baptism of sick little chil-
dren as I was in previous years. I have administered
it to them without the knowledge of their parents,
and have not always thought best to await their
consent; because they were affected less by the
eternal happiness or misfortune of their sick children
than by their erroneous dread that baptism would
cause their death. For the enemies of the faith
strive to convince them that baptism causes the chil-
dren to die; and thisis the reproach that is frequently
addressed to me in most of the cabins, when I speak
to them of the mnecessity of salvation. I often
experience great difficulty in persuading a mother
whose first baptized child has died, to allow me to
baptize the second or the 3rd. One must not be
discouraged, and there are many women who, in
order not to see me often in their dwellings, where I
inquire about the health of their children, have
brought them to me in the church to have them bap-
tized. Although this year I met with more resistance
from the majority of the parents than in previous
years, regarding the baptism of their new-born
children, I have nevertheless baptized many more than
last year,— many of whom now enjoy eternal happi-
ness, and pray for their parents’ conversion. As in
these beginnings I can produce hardly any effect on
the minds of the old people, the fathers and mothers,
I endeavor to put into practice the advice given by
St. Francis Xavier with respe(;t to their children.



